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In an editorial, American Medicine cites a case, taken at random, which was reported by a nurse in one of the poorer districts of New York City: "One of my mothers has been the victim of fifteen pregnancies. She now has five living children; one of them is permanently deaf from an old case of otitis. Another has had a foul discharge from the ear for nearly two years. Only an operation can cure this; the parents refuse to have it done. Of the fifteen pregnancies, one resulted in a miscarriage. Nine children died during infancy, death being due to ignorance and neglect. All who lived through the first year were more or less enfeebled by being kept at the breast after the milk had lost its value as nourishment."
And this is not an isolated case. It is an instance of a type that literally abounds. What apologist will defend the morality of a social system that encourages this human waste, or
think out some plan to stop or even check the advancing tide of desolation; and the only plan that is at all workable, is artificial prevention of childbirth. . . . Immorality would largely disappear and the Christian ideal of marriage be raised." Quoted from The Small Family System, by C. V. Brysdale.